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What comes to mind when you think about a homeless person? We all have a picture, a descrip-
tion, certain thoughts associated with the homeless that automatically come to mind. Those can 
often be negative or condescending, maybe even judgmental, lacking compassion. 
Working at a homeless shelter has re-shaped many of my own thoughts toward the homeless. 
When the women were at the shelter at the main office, I was able to get to know mothers and 
watch their babies grow, some even as they first began to walk! Now I have the privilege of see-
ing many men go from sitting on the couch while humbly filling out an application, to months 
later hearing them give their testimony at graduation.  
Underneath the “homeless” label, they are real people who are loved by God (just as they are), 

who struggle (like we all do), who happen to be in unfortunate circumstances (which could hap-
pen to any of us), and are in need of Hope (as we all are). By God’s grace, let’s strive to see them 
and love them as Jesus does rather than through the blinders of our preconceived notions. They 

are much more than their current circumstances.—Kendall Holbrooks 

When I see a possible homeless person walk-
ing with his bags along the streets, sitting 

against the side of a building or taking refuge 
in our shelters, my thoughts are now different 
than they used to be years ago. In the past  

I've seen them as someone in need and possi-
bly without shelter, but after Mr. Braddock 
told us about his one week being "homeless" 

in Augusta, I was made aware of how lonely 
they can be and the unjust rejection they can 
feel. Not only can I share a 

"Blessing Bag", our shelter infor-
mation and maybe a few dollars, I 
realize they can also be blessed 

by a smile, a simple "Hello" and 
even a wave to acknowledge their 
humanity and share kindness! -
Joy Gowan 

Serving others is my passion. It gives me joy to help 
homeless men, women and children. Everything I do in 
service to others is to glorify God.  
Every once in a while I receive a little note thanking God 
for the House of Hope Community Shelter…  

“Thank you for loving me and my kids and for 
helping me. My life has been 
changed…I thank God for you…
thank you for not giving up on 
me. The shelter saved my life” … 
It is words like these that encour-
age me to continue serving. It is 
confirmation that God can use 
anyone willing to serve Him to 
help change a life. 

“It’s a beautiful thing when a ca-
reer and a passion come together” 
Author Unknown 

-Wanda Vereen 
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During my time at the House of Hope I have been blessed to have a front row seat to the life 
transforming power of Jesus Christ in the lives of the men, women and children we serve. 
Some of the life changing transformations have been nothing short of a miracle, and they 
have changed me. 
 At the House of Hope we have worked to create the best environment for the residents and 
guests who come to stay with us, and there are policies and procedures in place to make their 
stay with us life changing. However, our program doesn’t always fit the needs of everyone 
reaching out, in some of those cases, the Holy Spirit takes over and says “Yes you can”.  
One experience, in particular, was an unwed couple expecting their first child. The mother-to-
be was on methadone due to her heroin addiction and the father was still active in his addic-
tion. Our staff sat with them and called several facilities to get them the level of help they 
needed, but all were full or simply said no.  As I saw their hopelessness the Holy Spirit 
gripped my heart and I couldn’t tell them no.  While it took most of our small House of Hope 
village, we were able to work with and through the policies in place to help them, we did 
what God placed on our hearts.  Today they are married and have two healthy children. The 
husband owns a painting business and they are both very active in church and are an inspira-
tion to so many. What I have realized is that the House of Hope is God’s ministry and where 
He guides, He provides. I am so glad I heard His voice whisper yes when everything else said 
no. To God be the Glory! - Bryan Braddock 

I have learned that the faces and stories of 
the homeless are as individual and unique 
as each person. In the past I thought the 
cause of homelessness was addiction, bad 
behavior and terrible choices. Then I met a 
man named Ed Filyaw. Ed was the first 
man I ever met that was homeless for rea-
sons beyond his control.   

Ed was born in Lake City at White Head hospital October 3rd 
1948. In 1969, just after his 21st birthday, Ed was drafted by 
the US Army and sent to Vietnam. While there he served in the 
infantry 1st Air Calvary division, combat. When Ed returned 
home in 1971 he started back to work and continued on with 
his life.  
For the next 41 years Ed lived a simple life, living paycheck to 
paycheck, raising a small family. To many this would be con-
sidered the American dream. Then in April of 2014 Ed started 
developing double vision. The VA doctor diagnosed him with 
diabetes. Because Ed was working for an over the road trucking 
company, he lost his job. After 14 weeks of living in hotels and 
looking for work, he found himself alone and living in his car. 
It was then that someone gave him a phone number to find 
hope. On July 16th Ed Filyaw came to the House of Hope 
Men's Home. 
After Ed's arrival he found a new reason for going on. Ed re-
ceived Jesus Christ in his heart and became a new man. He 
served as our resident driver and laundry man for six months. 
With the staff’s help, he receives benefits from the VA and the 
Social Security Administration and is now retired.   
What a blessing it is to offer food, clothing, shelter, and most of 
all the Hope of Christ to those in need who are staying here 
with us. My prayer is the House of Hope continues to be a bea-
con of light that only gets brighter with time.—Mitch Gowan 

I was always concerned about the plight of the 
homeless even before I started at the HOH four 
years ago, but now I am so much more aware of 
the “real” story.  When I used to see a man beg-
ging by the side of the road, I would assume he 
was homeless because he was an alcoholic or 
drug addict.  It never occurred to me to wonder 
why he was an alcoholic.  About 3 years ago a 
young man came through our program. When he 
arrived he was about 21 years old and had been 
addicted to alcohol for nearly a decade.  As a 
child he was abused by a family friend, and, de-
spite telling his parents, he had to have continued 
contact with this person. To ease the pain, he be-
gan drinking the widely available alcohol that 
was around his house.  By the time he was 18 his 
parents didn’t want him around anymore and he 
was on the street.  He was an 18 year old, home-
less, alcoholic.  He was without hope, and had a 
lot of unresolved pain.  At his graduation you 
would not have recognized him. It was clear that 
God was now the hope he 
needed all along.  As he told 
his story it was as if a giant 
light bulb went off in my 
head.  For the rest of my life, 
I won’t be so quick to judge, 
but rather I will wonder 
what pain happened in the 
past that caused their situa-
tion.  And of course that the 
HOPE found in Christ is the 
answer.—Julie Maxham 



 
NAME:_______________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
PHONE NUMBER:______________________________________________ 
EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________@_______________ 

 

YES, I/We would like to support The House of Hope and help the homeless.   
I/We would like to contribute: 
 $500.00 will provide shelter for five residents for one month 
 $200.00 will provide transportation for eight residents for one month 
 $100.00 will provide cleaning supplies and personal items for one 

month 
 $___________ Other 
 My company will match my gift. 
 I would like to be a LIGHT OF HOPE monthly giver.   
 I would like my gift drafted on 

 1st  or   15th of each month.    
 Use my credit card information below. 
 Use my voided check enclosed.   

  

Payment by:  Check to House of Hope  Visa /MasterCard    Discover 

Card #_______________________________________________  

Exp. Date____________       3 Digit Security Code___________ 

Name as it appears on the card: _____________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________ 

To donate online visit www.hofh.org.  Or Text “Homeless” to 73256 for text giving 

Page 3 

I began 
work-
ing at 
HOH a 

little over 3 years ago.  I hadn’t  had 
much contact with homeless men, 
women and families, except to feed 
them meals at the holidays or talk 
with them briefly when I encoun-
tered them on the streets.  As I have 
spent more time with them 
(especially the men at the Men’s 
shelter), I have found them to be 
very different than my preconceived 
ideas were about them.  In fact, they 
are very much like myself.   The 
major difference is that due to an 
event(s) in their life they became 
homeless.   
One man in particular, who is older 
(much like myself) is a person I 
have talked with and observed since 
I have been at HOH.    He had a 
successful career and he had a fami-
ly.  Something occurred that affect-
ed his ability to function in the 
“normal” life and he became home-
less.  Our situations are different, 
but I do know he is a “child of 
God” just like myself.                                             
- John Lindner 

For almost seven years with this ministry, God has used lots of situations and people to move, grow and encourage 
me. I have seen a broken couple divided, discipled, married, become parents and grow a successful company. I 
have seen a four-time felon pardoned, and run for mayor. I have seen the organization go from a deep deficit to a 
million dollar budget. I have seen souls won to Christ, and some walk away. I have served and been served.  I have 
seen men get victory where they were confident none could be had. I have seen men in the middle of destroying 
their marriages receive the reconciliation only God can provide. I have seen a felon convicted of stealing from 
their employer, receive the level of victory where they are humbled and restored to trust. I have seen a convicted 
murder who spent 31 years in prison become a servant to the homeless. I have seen broken families made whole. 
Over the last seven years of service, God has taught me, through the influence of the peo-
ple He has brought into my life, that there is no pattern that causes a person to become 
homeless, there is no special demographic that is immune from homelessness.  The les-
sons we have to learn can come from both those we serve and the ones that serve us. Gen-
erosity knows no bounds and usually comes from the least expected place. How you do 
something is just as important as why you do it. God saves all those who trust in His son, 
regardless of our opinions of the wrapper and the condition of the temple. And, last but 
not least, God is at work everywhere if you just take time to see it.  - Samuel White 
PS I also met my beautiful wife here at the House of Hope and that is the ultimate story of 
hope and redemption and how my life was truly changed by being here. 
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Visit us at: 

www.hofh.org 

Our Big Night is Almost Here! 
The Evening of Hope with Tim Tebow! 

March 8, 2021 at 7pm  
 
We are getting really excited for the Evening of Hope on March 8th at the Florence 
Center.  It’s not too late, tickets are available through Ticketmaster!  Due to COVID 
and the need for social distancing, these tickets will be limited, so please don’t wait 
to get yours.   
Tim Tebow is such a huge blessing to the Kingdom of God and we are looking 
forward to hearing from him! Please join us!  If you would like to be a sponsor and 
join us for dinner before the event, please contact Julie at jmaxham@hofh.org 

House of Hope of the Pee Dee 

Post Office Box 7129  

Florence, SC 29502-7129 

 

 

HOPE Village Update! 

I know it doesn’t look like much yet, but so much work has been done to get ready 
to start building the first 13 tiny houses!  
Have you heard that this year (maybe as soon as May!) the House of Hope will begin 
offering dignified, long-term, transitional housing to women and children in individ-
ual tiny houses!  With the ability to stay for up to 24 months these houses will offer 
women the opportunity to go to school or career training, get life-skills education 
and learn financial literacy. When they complete the program, they will be able to 
support their families through a life-sustaining job, have their own home and a sav-
ings account. But most importantly they will have been introduced to the Hope that 
is found in Jesus Christ! 
We still need your help! Please prayerfully consider a gift to help us complete this 
project. Call Bryan or Julie for naming opportunities from $500 to $500,000 at 843-
667-9000! 


