
“The Hardest Job I Ever Had was Being 

Homeless” - Bryan Braddock 

1020 West Darlington Street, Florence, SC 29501      Post Office Box 7129, Florence, SC 29502    www.hofh.org    843.667.9000 

Hope In Action 
The House of Hope’s Newsletter 

Spring 2018 

Bryan and kNOw Ca$h hit the streets  
of Augusta, GA on a freezing, raining day in March.  They origi-

nally planned on going in April so the weather would be better, but 

God had other plans.  In the end, having to make it through a week 

when the weather was really challenging gave them a better per-

spective of how difficult it is to be homeless.  Bryan said “No one 

offered us any help at all, not a poncho, or a ride or even directions 

to a homeless shelter.  It was as if we were invisible.” As it turns 

out it took almost 2 days to even find water.  Several months ago 

Bryan realized that it was difficult to really understand  the needs of 

the homeless, because he had never been homeless and the idea of hitting the streets started to 

bloom.  Shortly after that he began a friendship with Byon McCullough known as kNOw Ca$h on 

his YouTube channel, nocash843.  The two of them began to plan.  A city they weren’t familiar 

with, what to bring or not bring, and how to make this a real homeless experience and not a week-

end camping trip.    In the end, they chose Augusta, no food or “camping” equipment and God 

chose March 12-18.  During the start of the week it rained and was barely above freezing, this 

added a level of duress they hadn’t anticipated.  On their first night they were wet, cold, homeless, 

and frozen to the bone.  They built a little shack in an alley with a tarp and got a small fire going, 

but it wasn’t helping much.  Then a man showed up who offered to 

open his (unheated) warehouse space to them, just to get them out of 

the elements.  It wasn’t much, but it was far better than the tarp. The 

entire week was so much harder then they expected, no one seemed to 

know where they could get help, or where they could even sleep, and 

no one offered any assistance, food, water, money or dry clothes.  The 

rest of the week was full of up’s and down’s for each of them.  The up’s 

included a concert for Byon, and an amazing church service, but the 

down’s included being cold, wet, hungry, and ignored by the general 

population. The perspective Bryan wanted to get is now firmly in his 

mind.    It is safe to say that Bryan learned all he was hoping for, but he 

also learned other lessons he couldn’t have anticipated.  His perspective 

and lessons learned are chronicled on page two.  

In case you haven’t heard, there is a movie that will be coming out 

documenting this journey!  Stay tuned for a release date! 

http://www.hofh.org


“Whatever!” - Bryan Braddock 

Matthew 25:40 NIV “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 

of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

Whatever is one of those words that can mean so many different things depending on the context. If 

I hear one of my daughters use this word I am somewhat certain that the “whatever” that they are 

using implies indifference or exasperation.  

Me to my oldest daughter, “Hannah, If you don’t pick up your clothes I am going to make you hand 

wash every piece of laundry in this house.” To which she would reply, “Whatever!” You notice that I 

used a daughter example and not a wife example.  

In this example the term “whatever” is smug, but there is a way to use this word in a way that is lib-

erating. This is the manner in which Jesus said “whatever” to his followers in the Gospel of Mat-

thew. 

Jesus is telling His disciples to minister to the least of these, those in need of food, shelter, water and 

comfort. He then tells His disciples that “whatever you did for one of them you did for me.” 

Wow! This simple word is so empowering. Whatever you have; big or small, of great value or of lit-

tle worth, a word spoken in kindness or a prayer of comfort, a bag of chips or a four course meal, it 

doesn’t matter. If you give it to the least of this in our society you did it for me. As one of my friends 

recently said “you don’t have to start a non-profit to help a homeless person.”  

Many of you may know that I recently spent a week as a homeless person. I learned a lot that week 

that gave me a better understanding of what it meant to be homeless,  much of which I have shared 

in newspaper articles and speeches to local groups in our community. Of all the things I learned, the 

thing that has had the greatest personal impact on my life is that I had been robbing people of the 

opportunity to serve Jesus. Before my homeless experience I would have told you that if you see a 

homeless person just send them to the House of Hope.  That there is not much you, as an individual, 

can do and that at the House of Hope we could truly help someone who was homeless. I would say 

don’t give them money and be leery of trying to do too much. I gave this advice never realizing what 

I was truly saying is do not minister to Jesus. I can’t tell you how much it hurts my heart just typing 

these words.  

God’s lessons are usually difficult to learn but powerful if shared. My new message to you is that if 

you see a homeless person see Jesus and do WHATEVER you can to assist them. Be safe and practi-

cal. You don’t have to give a homeless person a home to help them. Directions to the shelter, a bag 

with a few supplies, something to eat, a bottle 

of water and, perhaps most importantly, a word 

of kindness. I learned that a little kindness goes 

a long way to minister to the heart of the home-

less. I tell you this from personal experience, 

having been passed by or circled around by 

hundreds of people without one word spoken in 

love. If only one person would have done what-

ever they could I would remember their face 

and be telling you their story. More importantly 

God would have remembered them as well. 
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We Are Proud To Announce! 

The Courtney McGinnis Graham Community Shelter, which opened in 

October of 2016, has officially seen 1000 unique people!  It’s hard to be-

lieve that in just 18 months we have had that many different people come 

to stay with us.  Perhaps the hardest part to believe is that every month 

we continue to see people we haven’t met before.  On June 1st at 1:00 we 

will be celebrating this milestone and have a ribbon cutting ceremony for 

the completed playground, which will be named Jase’s Junction after it’s benefactor Jase Milbe!  

We Hope you can join us! 

Vote for The 

Mission Marts! 
 

Thank You for nominating 

the House of Hope Mission 

Marts as your favorite 

Thrift Store, we made it to 

the top 5!  Now it’s time to 

vote for us to WIN the title 

as the Pee Dee’s best Thrift 

Store!  Please go on-line to 

www.scnow.com under 

“Shopping” and “Thrift 

Stores” and vote  today 

through May 6th! You can 

vote everyday! 

NAME:_______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER:______________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________@_______________ 

 

YES, I/We would like to support The House of Hope and help the homeless.   

I/We would like to contribute: 

 $500.00 will provide shelter for five residents for one month 

 $200.00 will provide transportation for eight residents for one month 

 $100.00 will provide cleaning supplies and personal items for one 

month 

 $___________ Other 

 My company will match my gift. 

 I would like to be a LIGHT OF HOPE monthly giver.   
 I would like my gift drafted on 

 1st  or   15th of each month.    
 Use my credit card information below. 
 Use my voided check enclosed.   

  

Payment by:  Check to House of Hope  Visa /MasterCard    Discover 

Card #_______________________________________________  

Exp. Date____________       3 Digit Security Code___________ 

Name as it appears on the card: _____________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________ 

To donate online visit www.hofh.org.  Or Text “Homeless” to 73256 for text giving 

What are we up to now?! 
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Run for Hope 5K/10K! 
 

It’s time for the Second Annual Run for Hope on June 23rd starting at 7:25!  

This year the Realtor’s Association has expanded the run to include a 5K 

and a 10K!  This is an event for the whole family, babies in strollers, kids, 

pets, walkers and runners!  You can register at our web page www.hofh.org, 

so start training now! 

http://www.hofh.org


We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.hofh.org 

Have you Met Karen? 
 

We are excited to introduce Karen Miele, as our new volunteer 

coordinator!  Have you ever tried to get involved at the House of 

Hope and found it difficult?  We want you to try again!  Karen is 

going to find a way to get you plugged in to our ministry!  So get in 

touch by filling out a volunteer form at www.hofh.org, or you can  

e-mail her directly at Kmiele@hofh.org 

House of Hope of the Pee Dee 

Post Office Box 7129  

Florence, SC 29502-7129 

 

 

 

BBQ for a Cause! 
We are excited to be working with BBQ for a Cause! On May 

10th we will be serving up some of the best Bar-b-que in the 

south and 100% of the proceeds will go to the House of Hope!  

How can you be a part of this?  Simple! Go to our website, 

hofh.org, go to the Events page and order it up!  If you order 

10 or more plates we will deliver them to you for lunch.   

Maybe you want to volunteer!?  Get in touch with Karen 

Miele at kmiele@hofh.org.  There are sponsorships available 

too!  Plates are $8 each and can be picked up from 10:30-2:00 in the parking lot of 

Block and Vino.  Come out for lunch!       Order your lunch today at www.hofh.org! 


