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Jesus said. “Let the little children come to me and do 

not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 

such as these.”  

                                                   Matthew 19:14 

 

When we see children who are homeless, who can’t do 

anything to fix their circumstances, it breaks our hearts.  

But once they get to play and just be children for a mo-

ment, it inspires us to be better.  To do better. To realize 

that it’s not enough to simply give a family a place to stay, 

or fill an empty stomach, but to help bring back some 

JOY.  Our new playground is bringing so much joy, not 

only to the children, but to the moms as well. There is 

nothing better for a mom than to hear her children laugh-

ing! Thank you for supporting the House of Hope and 

helping us to bring JOY to families. 

“I Have My Own Place!” 

 

This is Sandy (not her real 

name) and when she came to 

the Courtney McGinnis Graham 

Community Shelter (CMGCS) 

she was homeless, disabled, and 

had no income.  Through inten-

sive case management she was 

connected with area resources, 

obtained Social Security/disability benefits and 

affordable housing!  She  is thrilled to be in her 

own home and feels blessed to have found that 

the CMGCS isn’t JUST a homeless shelter, it’s 

a resource to  a better future. She said “I 

thought I’d never see the day I’d have my own 

place. Thank you for all of your help!” 

     A New Life in the United States! 

Please join us in congratulating Mr. Robertson, 

one of our Life Recovery Program residents, for 

working his way through the steps required to 

become a legal citizen of the United States! 

He was adopted into the United States from a 

country in Africa many years ago.  Becoming 

homeless, he came to the House of Hope and 

continued his studies and requirements to be-

come a US citizen.   

                                    We are very proud of him                                                                                      

                                          and his hard work 

                                       at the  House of Hope!                                         

http://www.hofh.org


“Changed Lives, Change Lives!” 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are becoming new.” 
 

“One day all of this will make sense.” These were the words of, my friend and Pastor of 

Ebenezer Baptist Church, David Wike, as we sat at my kitchen table discussing me go-

ing away to a faith based addictions program for 6 months because my life was falling 

apart. I remember looking him in the eyes and thinking “What in the world is he talking 

about? My life falling apart is never going to make sense.” Well, David was right. A 

couple of years later I was counseling a man in a similar situation about how God could 

change his life the same way He had changed mine. I was able to tell this man how God 

had restored my life through developing a relationship with His son Jesus Christ. I was 

no longer addicted to drugs, my family was restored, my criminal charges were reduced 

and I was working in full time ministry. This man found hope in Christ because he 

knew that what I was telling him came from my personal experience. The impact of a 

changed life shared through a personal testimony has incredible power in convincing 

others that the same thing can happen for them. It is for this reason that we, at the 

House of Hope, desire to train and hire men and women that have come to us in need of 

help after their lives have been changed. The pictures of the men and women that you 

see in conjunction with this article were all broken when they entered the doors of the 

House of Hope. I remember hearing their stories for the first time through a quivering 

voice and a face full of tears. I also remember seeing them with the joy of the Lord on 

their face as the issues of their past lives were being mended by a loving God. As their 

relationship with Christ grew they began to demonstrate the quality that we look for in 

the staff of the House of Hope. These employ-

ees offer true love, compassion and concern 

for others that are where they once were in 

life. To a new resident at the House of Hope or 

guest at the Community Shelter, someone tell-

ing them “I know how you feel. I felt the same 

way when I came here”, gives them instant HOPE and belief 

that they are in the right place. Changed lives truly change 

lives! If you get a chance to stop by the Mission Mart, Com-

munity Shelter or Men’s Home ask for one of the staff mem-

bers pictured here and let them tell you what God did for them at the House  

of Hope. Their story may just change your life as well.—Bryan Braddock 
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   Donella 

    Tamara 

       Ed 

     Harold,   Robert, and Sam 

            Sam’s story is below. 

Sam’s Story - Changed Life, Changing Lives 
Sam is the Director of the Men’s Home, and this is just the last part of a much longer story. 

 

“I covered all of this for one singular point.  God loves me.  He has blessed me my entire life, and while I 

ignored Him, He stood by my side.  When trouble hit, He carried me.  When I was all but lost, He gave me 

the House of Hope to show me how to fellowship with Him.  I have good news for you.  Jesus loves you 

too.  Regardless of what you have done He is there beside you waiting for you to notice!” 



From Prison to Life Recovery 

As I was riding on a bus to Florence, SC from prison, I wondered what I would do.  My brother was 36 miles away and 

he didn’t have a phone so I had no way to reach him.  I had no money and I was hungry.  I thought I’d try to find a 

homeless shelter that might be serving lunch.  I stopped a man and asked if he knew of a place I could get food and he 

suggested the Manna House and gave me directions.  As I was walking down the road, all I could think of is how good 

God is!  I had a wonderful meal at the Manna House and as I sat there talking to the others there, they suggested that I go 

to the Pee Dee CAP for possible shelter.  It was right across the street so I headed over there.  When I arrived I found I 

would need to wait for the person in charge, and, as I waited, I thought about how I could just stay for the night and then 

try to walk the 36 miles to my brother’s house.  Unfortunately the Pee Dee CAP was full, but the manager there sug-

gested I go to the Courtney McGinnis Graham Community Shelter down the road.  When I walked into the Community 

Shelter I met Mr. Robert and told him about my situation. He told me about a nine-month program 

I could join that is Bible-based, and helps men get back on their feet. I immediately felt this was 

where God was leading me.  After getting checked in, I settled into the Community Shelter for the 

night. The following morning, I met Mr. Myers and he gave me the application for the Life Recov-

ery Program held at the House of Hope on Darlington Street. When I walked into the House of 

Hope Men’s Home, my heart was filled with abundant joy and peace just knowing that I was in 

God’s perfect will. I was given a tote full of hygiene supplies and Mr. Myers walked me to my new 

bedroom and introduced me to the other men. He then told me to get ready – they were going to 

take me to get some clothes!  Since then I have graduated from the “Jobs for Life” program and 

have a full time job, that includes my own apartment!  I have a stronger relationship with the Lord 

than ever before.  I am forever grateful! - Dean Goins 

Are There Other 

Ways to Give? 
 

I’m glad you asked!  We 

know that it can be too many 

steps to fill out this —> form, 

write a check, address an 

envelope, find a stamp, and 

get to a mailbox! So you can 

go to www.hofh.org and 

make a single donation or set 

up a monthly donation 

online!  Or easier yet you can 

just grab your cell phone 

right now (I know it’s in your 

hand) and text “homeless” to 

73256 and you will be 

prompted on the steps for 

giving. BTW once you follow 

all the text prompts, when 

you  donate in the future all 

the information will be saved 

so it will only take a minute 

to do! Thanks for your gift! 

 

NAME:_______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER:______________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS: ____________________________@_______________ 

 

YES, I/We would like to support The House of Hope and help the homeless.   

I/We would like to contribute: 

 $500.00 will provide shelter for five residents for one month 

 $200.00 will provide transportation for eight residents for one month 

 $100.00 will provide cleaning supplies and personal items for one 

month 

 $___________ Other 

 My company will match my gift. 

 I would like to be a LIGHT OF HOPE monthly giver.   
 I would like my gift drafted on 

 1st  or   15th of each month.    
 Use my credit card information below. 
 Use my voided check enclosed.   

  

Payment by:  Check to House of Hope  Visa /MasterCard    Discover 

Card #_______________________________________________  

Exp. Date____________       3 Digit Security Code___________ 

Name as it appears on the card: _____________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________ 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.hofh.org 

Extreme Cheer and Tumble is at it Again! 
 

The families of ECT have been 

helping us out for about a year.  

They (literally) jumped at the 

chance to cheer on the runners 

at the Run for Hope.  And 

when they 

l e a r n e d 

that we needed bottled water, they 

stepped up collecting 1140 bottles!   

         Thank You ECT Family!! 

House of Hope of the Pee Dee 

Post Office Box 7129  

Florence, SC 29502-7129 

 

 

 

Thank You Realtor Association! 
For the second year in a row, the Realtor As-

sociation hosted the Run for Hope to bene-

fit the House of Hope and the Courtney 

McGinnis Graham Community Shelter.  

This year a 10k was added to challenge the 

runners!  Between the 5k and 10k more than 

150 runners came out to run or walk.  Along with the runners, there was huge corporate sponsorship 

with almost 40 companies participating!  We are blessed to be in this community, Thank You! 

Numbers from the Courtney McGinnis 

Graham Community Shelter. 

 

Did you know that since the shelter opened 

in October of 2016 1099 unique people 

have come to us for help? 

And in 2018 alone: 

198 People have been moved in to  

permanent housing! 

79 Children have been in the shelter and 

55 Veterans have come through. 

 Your donation makes a difference! 


